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Break it Down
Words in Motion

Beginner: Demonstrate how words form a sentence by jumping or clapping each time you say a new
word.

[Tip]: Using floor tiles, sidewalks, or tape on the floor, show that “I love you” has three words and three
jumps.

Intermediate: Demonstrate how words can be broken up into pieces (syllables) by jumping or clapping
each time you say parts of a word.

[Tip]: Using floor tiles, sidewalks, or tape on the floor, show that “funny” has two jumps (fun-ny), and
“banana” has three jumps (ba-na-na).

Experienced: Demonstrate how words have many parts by breaking them into their individual letter
sounds, jumping or clapping each time you say a letter sound. Here are some examples:
[Tip]:
e “GO0” has two sounds /G/-/o/
“Cat” has three sounds /C/-/a/-t/
“Itch” has three sounds /I/-/t/-/ch/
“*Mask” has four sounds /M/-/a/-/s/-/k/
“Banana” has six sounds /B/-/a/-In/-/al-In/-/a

Why is this important? Understanding the connection between letter sounds, syllables, and words
helps to develop reading skills.
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