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Measuring Lengths
The Long and Short of It

Beginner: Use the words “long(er)” and short(er)” to talk about the length of objects
[Tip]: Make your body long like a worm and short like a bug.

Intermediate: Measure the length of objects using your hands, fingers and feet.
[Tip]: Measure the foot size and arm span of you and your child, as well as objects like tables,
stairs, couches. “The table is 10 hands long.”

Experienced: Measure the length of objects using a ruler, tape measure, metre stick, or a piece
of string. Use terms like millimetres, centimetres, feet, metres and inches.
[Tip]: “The spoon is 16 centimetres long.”

Why is this important? Understanding measurement is an important skill in mathematics and
everyday life.
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