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Sight Words

Words are made up of different shapes and squiggles. For example, an “O” looks like a

circle, and a “T” is a straight line with a hat on top. Between the ages of about 3 and 8,

children start noticing these shapes and learning what they mean as they get ready to

read. For some people, reading can stay challenging because it’s hard to match those

squiggles and shapes with the sounds they make.

Some words are commonly found in

books, and learning to recognize them

by sight helps children become

confident readers. These are called

"sight words" because kids can identify

them instantly, without needing to sound

them out.

Learning to read involves two key skills:

sounding out words and quickly

recognizing familiar ones known as sight

words. Knowing these sight words helps

children to read more fluently, allowing

them to focus on understanding the story

rather than pausing to decode every word.

Below is a list of common sight words

often used in schools to support children

learning to read English, whether it's their

first language or an additional one.

A great first step is to point out how certain letters go together to make a word, without

sounding the letters out.  Having children notice the squiggles and lines can also be fun!
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