
Questions? toybox@uwinnipeg.ca |                        @toyboxmanitoba | Visit our Website: www.toyboxmanitoba.ca 

 Sticky Counting
Count How Many Marshmallows There Are

Beginner: Place coloured marshmallows on the table, and count the total of each colour.
[Tip]: Notice whether each colour group has the same or different amount of marshmallows.

Intermediate: Show an equation using marshmallows for your child to solve.
[Tip]: Use addition and subtraction. Ex. 5 pink + 6 green = 11 marshmallows OR 6 yellow – 4 green =
2 marshmallows. 

Experienced: Write a mathematical sentence on paper for your child to solve using marshmallows. 
[Tip]: Involve addition or subtraction in the sentence. Ex. “Bella has 3 green and 6 pink marshmallows,
she eats 4 pink marshmallows, how many marshmallows does Bella have left?”

Why is this important? Manipulating objects and visualizing mathematical equations helps children
develop their understanding of addition and subtraction. 
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