A Haiku and You

5-7-5
Haikus are a form of poetry originating
from Japan that are written in three
lines. The first line of a haiku has five
syllables, the second has seven
syllables, and the third line has five.
Haiku poems are often about nature,
weather, or the seasons.

Beginner: Read a haiku together, stomping or clapping to each syllable.
[Tip]: Count the number of syllables on each line:

Sand scat-ters the beach (5)
Waves crash on the sand-y shore (7)
Blue water shim-mers (5)

- Kaitlyn Guenther

Intermediate: Write “What am 1?” hailkus and make a game of having your child guess the
subject of each poem.
[Tip]: For example, a haiku about a frog:
Green and speckled legs, (5)
Hop on logs and lily pads (7)
Splash in cool water (5)
- Unknown author

Experienced: Encourage your child to write their own “What am 1?” haikus.
[Tip]: Have fun writing haikus in all languages you know!

Why is this important? Speaking and hearing poetry develops literacy skills and appreciation.
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